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Residential housing stock in
North-West Europe
Some 80% of the residential housing stock
in North-West Europe is responsible for
over 60% of Europe’s total energy use in the
residential sector. These homes are in urgent
need of energy performance improvements.
Yet with an average renovation rate of only
1%, change isn’t happening fast enough to
meet the EU targets to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.
Municipal low carbon strategies in the
cities of North-West Europe are taking aim
at this challenge, but major barriers to
implementation exist. Especially in deprived
city quarters, poverty and social exclusion
are aggravating factors.
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Improving energy performance
on a neighbourhood level

Climate Active
Neighbourhoods

A new approach

Climate Active
Neighbourhoods ‒ CAN

Examples of planned
activities
Shared responsibility
CAN will help municipalities establish shared
responsibilities with various districts for
example while supporting community-led
organisations dedicated to improving the
energy performance of the homes in the
neighbourhoods. The project will find cost
effective approaches to energy savings and
craft programmes to help tenants understand
the effect of their behaviour on energy use.
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Financing schemes
The CAN project encourages bottom-up
initiatives that change energy consumption
paradigms on a neighbourhood level, with a
special focus on social housing and deprived
areas.
CAN helps develop and launch new
organisational models for the sharing of
responsibilities between local authorities
and neighbourhoods to foster action from
the bottom up.
Innovative and viable financial schemes
fund the creation of these new models.
Empowering bottom-up initiatives is a
novel approach to delivering city-wide low
carbon strategies that put an emphasis
on energy savings and go beyond current
business as usual.

On the neighbourhood level, CAN will
develop and launch both investment funds
for residents with a focus on migrant
communities and new financing schemes
with focus on rental homes.

Neighbourhood action
CAN will develop neighbourhood tools to
promote good practice examples on the
basis of retrofitting city tours, face-to-face
consultations or local energy management.
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Benefit from transnational experiences
CAN goes off the beaten path, finding new
ways to achieve sustainability and CO2
reduction goals. Strong partnership between
actors aware of the barriers to uptake of
energy retrofitting strategies and willing to
overcome them together will paves the way.
Thanks to CAN’s transnational work, various
approaches can be explored and synergies
leading to enhanced solutions can be
created. Even public authorities outside of
CAN’s direct sphere of influence can benefit
from project results through a transnational
coaching framework.

