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Goodmorning ladies and gentlemen, 

Thank you for attending our event of 'Th!nk East Netherlands' 

today. My name is Jan van Dellen, vice mayor for economic 

affairs of the City of Arnhem. I am very pleased to welcome you 

at our event today on energy storage and management 

solutions.   

 

Th!nk East Netherlands is a cooperation between 24 partners in 

the region. And I will mention a few of them: the Provinces of 

Gelderland and Overijssel, regions, universities and applied 

universities, platform organisations, representations of 

employers and the regional development agency. As triple helix 

we work together to position ourselves in the European arena. 

Many of the partners are present here today, so this is a good 

opportunity to get to know them better. I am especially proud of 

the companies that joined us from East Netherlands. I consider 

them as the crème de la crème of our region! 

 

Before I continue I would like to thank our host today, the 

permanent represention of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to 

the EU for its cooperation and support for this event from the 

very start. A big thank you to our deputy ambassador Ronald 



van Roeden! I hope I can reciprocate your hospitality one day 

by welcoming you and your team to Arnhem.  

 

So what's so special about East Netherlands? Why are we 

here? Let me start by quoting Ursula von der Leyen in her 

opening statement to the European Parliament: "Our most 

pressing challenge is keeping our planet healthy. This is the 

greatest responsibility and opportunity of our times. I want 

Europe to become the first climate-neutral continent in the world 

by 2050. To make this happen, we must take bold steps 

together". 

 

This challenge the president of the European Commission is 

mentioning, is very concrete and urgent, also in the 

Netherlands. A recent court ruling of the Council of State, our 

highest national administrative court, said that nitrogen 

reduction efforts of our government were not effective. And that 

the calculations to measure emissions were not accurate. As a 

result many construction projects are now being delayed, for 

example road extensions, housing construction and 

redevelopment of industrial area's. Further measures may affect 

speed limits on high ways or the size of livestock in our country.  

 

To solve this present deadlock of our economy we need to take 

drastic measures and become smarter. And that's where we 



come in! East Netherlands possesses the entrepreneurship and 

expertise in hydrogen, batteries and smart grids, thanks to the 

presence of various knowledge institutes and innovative small 

and medium sized enterprises. Mission driven businesses  with 

a great deal of innovative power, especially in energy storage 

solutions and clean mobility.  

 

Our ambitions are high. We aim for reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions and for meeting commitments under the Paris 

agreement. At the same time, we want to create more jobs, 

provide vocational training for students and moreover, become 

the best region for innovation in energy technology. I firmly 

believe this combination is possible, ánd we are well underway. 

A few exampes:  

 

In Arnhem a consortium of 10 hydrogen technology SME's and 

knowledge partners is currently working on a power-to-power 

installation on megawatt scale. It will convert green energy of 

wind and solar into hydrogen. This can be stored and later 

turned into electricity, heat or hydrogen gas. I am proud to say 

that this technology is exceptional and unique in the world. This 

could only happen here because of a strong hydrogen chain of 

cleantech companies, succesfull spin-offs of firms like 

AkzoNobel. This makes our region the Sillicon Valley of 

hydrogen technology.  



 

And what to think of the company 'SoundEnergy' that is working 

on an airconditioning that is not requiring power itself. It creates 

a situation of 100% zero CO2 emission climate control with the 

aid of accoustic waves. This invention was even mentioned in 

the American Magazine 'Forbes'. 

 

These are just two examples of companies in our region that 

contribute to major societal challenges. Companies that make 

the necessary bold steps. But they are often faced with a big 

challenge: the valorisation of knowledge: Innovative small and 

medium sized companies need acces to capital and well trained 

staff for pilot projects, new regulations and new business 

models for energy storage and distribution. This is for our 

SME's vital to further develop their products and services. 

 

If we do not succeed, my worst fear is that companies will be 

leaving for China to further develop their businesses.Together 

we should do more to roll out the red carpet for this 

entrepreneurial backbone of our regional economy. We need 

these SME's and innovation power in east Netherlands! 

 

During this event we aim not only to showcase the 

developments in the East Netherlands, we also reach out to the 

new European Commission, the new European Parliament 



and  member states to realise our common ambitions. The 

urgency is clear. Therefore, we will actively contribute to the 

New European Green Deal. And to the representatives from 

other European regions, industry, clusters and researchers I 

would like to say: come and work with us. Be it on a particular 

project, with one of our companies or as regional ministers in 

the Committee of the Regions. In order for us to say in 2050: 

We made it possible – the first climate neutral continent!   

 

Thank you for your participation. 
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